
erched on the top floor of a
characterless and unattractive
building on the sinister sounding
Elm Street in Holborn, you will
find the rather opulent office of
Robert Wardle, head of the

government’s most high-profile anti-fraud
agency, the Serious Fraud Office.

From the top floor, Wardle has a superb
panoramic view looking east towards the City.

It must be something of a haunting vista for
the softly spoken, affable Wardle. For as he
enjoys the view he must know that somewhere
among the many thousands of offices below
someone is probably planning the next
multimillion-pound swindle.

Wardle, 52, and a solicitor by profession,
has been with the SFO since its inception in
1988. He started out as a case controller and
steadily moved up through the ranks until his
‘unanticipated’appointment as director of the
agency in April last year, succeeding Rosalind
Wright, now head of the ICAEW’s Fraud
Advisory Panel.

Wardle’s 11 months in charge have not been
easy ones, following some notable high-
profile defeats for the SFO – including the
acquittals of former Wickes’executive Leslie
Rosenthal and Andrew Regan, the Hobson
chief executive. 

Above all this hangs the spectre of Asil
Nadir, the fugitive executive hiding out in
Cyprus, whom Wardle first interviewed in
1990 as the Polly Peck case controller, and
who recently said he planned to return to the
UK to try and clear his name.

In truth though, the SFO has a remarkably
high success rate, with convictions in 84% of
its cases. But unfortunately for Wardle, it is
often the expensive, long-running cases that
end in defeat, and not surprisingly make the
newspaper headlines.

Although Wardle’s up for a fight in 
what must be a very competitive working
environment, he prefers not to disclose any
personal information (other than his age) or
even which team he supports for fear of
repercussions – not from those he’s sent down,
but from his colleagues.

However, Wardle is outspoken about the
need for more resources and funding, despite
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Financial crime is back in the
news following the publication
just two weeks ago of new
money laundering guidelines.
The UK’s top fraud-buster 
tells Larry Schlesinger that
accountants are often the guilty
parties and why his role at the
Elm Street HQ is no nightmare
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